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wherein said drive means causes said reinforce roller to move along said guide 

member. 

Claim 50 (Currently Amended): A sheet finisher for folding a stack of sheets each 
carrying an image formed thereon, said sheet finisher comprising: 
I a fold roller pair configured to fold the stack of sheets being conveyed via a nip 
thereof; 

a reinforce roller configured to reinforce a fold of the stack of sheets folded by said 
fold roller pair between said reinforce roller and a guide plate; 

drive means for moving said reinforce roller in a direction perpendicular to a direction 
of sheet conveyance : 

monitoring means for monitoring a movement of said reinforce roller; and 

control means for causing, when an error is detected during movement of said 
reinforce roller, said reinforce roller to move to a home position and causing display means to 
display a jam message. 

Claim 51 (Original): The finisher as claimed in claim 50, wherein said monitoring 
means comprises: 

first sensing means for sensing the home position of said reinforce roller; and 
second sensing means for sensing an end-of-reinforcement position where said 
reinforce roller ends pressing the fold. 

Claim 52 (Original): The finisher as claimed in claim 50, wherein when said 
reinforce roller fails to return to the home position within a preselected period of time, said 
control means determines that said reinforce roller is fully locked and unable to return and 
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that and error unable to be dealt with by a user has occurred, while causing said display 
means to display an error message. 

Claim 53 (Original): The finisher as claimed in claim 50, wherein when the error has 
occurred, said control means inhibits said reinforce roller from pressing a following stack of 
sheets. 

Claim 54 (Currently Amended): An image forming system comprising: 

an image forming apparatus comprising image forming means for forming an image 
on a sheet in accordance with input image data and sheet feeding means for feeding sheets to 
said image forming means one by one; and 

a sheet finisher configured to fold a stack of sheets sequentially transferred from said 
image forming apparatus; 

said sheet finisher comprising: 

a fold roller pair configured to fold the stack of sheets being conveyed via a nip 
thereof; 

a reinforce roller configured to reinforce a fold of the stack of sheets folded by said 
fold roller pair between said reinforce roller and a guide plate; 

drive means for moving said reinforce roller in a direction perpendicular to a direction 
of sheet conveyance ; 

monitoring means for monitoring a movement of said reinforce roller; and 

control means for causing, when an error is detected during movement of said 
reinforce roller, said reinforce roller to move to a home position and causing display means to 
display a jam message. 
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Claim 55 (Original): The system as claimed in claim 54, wherein said display means 

is included in said image forming apparatus. 

Claim 56 (Original): A sheet finisher for folding a stack of sheets each carrying an 
image formed thereon, said sheet finisher comprising: 

a fold roller pair configured to fold the stack of sheets being conveyed via a nip 
thereof; 

a reinforce roller configured to reinforce a fold of the stack of sheets folded by said 
fold roller pair between said reinforce roller and a guide plate; and 

drive means for moving said reinforce roller in a direction perpendicular to a direction 
of sheet conveyance; 

wherein said drive means causes a moving speed of said reinforce roller to vary from 
a time when said reinforce roller contacts the stack to a time when said reinforce roller does 
not contact said stack. 

Claim 57 (Original): The finisher as claimed in claim 56, wherein said drive means 
causes said reinforce roller to move at a lower speed when getting on the stack than when 
rolling on said stack. 

Claim 58 (Original): The finisher as claimed in claim 57, wherein said drive means 
increases the moving speed of said reinforce roller to a preselected speed after said reinforce 
roller has' got on the stack. 

Claim 59 (Currently Amended): The finisher as claimed in claim 56, wherein 
assuming that said reinforce roller moves at a speed VI before getting on the stack, at a speed 
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V2 when getting on said stack, at a speed V3 before coming down from said stack, at a speed 
V4 when coming down from said stack and at a speed V6 after coming down from said stack, 
then said drive means satisfies: 

VUV2 

V6* V4 

V3 > V2, V4, 

Claim 60 (Original): The finisher as claimed in claim 56, wherein said drive means 
causes said reinforce roller to move at a higher speed when the stack is absent than when said 
stack is present. 

Claim 61 (Original): An image forming system comprising: 

an image forming apparatus comprising image forming means for forming an image 
on a sheet in accordance with input image data and sheet feeding means for feeding sheets to 
said image forming means one by one; and 

a sheet finisher configured to fold a stack of sheets sequentially transferred from said 
image forming apparatus; 

said sheet finisher comprising: 

a fold roller pair configured to fold the stack of sheets being conveyed via a nip 
thereof; 

a reinforce roller configured to reinforce a fold of the stack of sheets folded by said 
fold roller pair between said reinforce roller and a guide plate; and 

drive means for moving said reinforce roller in a direction perpendicular to a direction 
of sheet conveyance; 
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